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COMBINED STOCKS ON THE NYSE AND NAS Q Stocks of local interest in Bold.
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projects on public lands, in-
cluding solar, onshore wind
and geothermal energy.
The Interior Department
has approved 18 onshore
projects during Biden’s first
year in office. The projects
are set to deliver more than
4 gigawatts of clean energy,
powering more than 1 mil-
lion homes.

The administration also
said it is accelerating the
deployment of new trans-
mission lines, as enabled
by the new bipartisan in-
frastructure law, to make
the grid more reliable and
resilient in the face of in-
tensifying extreme weather.
Last year was the deadliest
weather year for the con-
tiguous United States since
2011, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration said Monday. A total
of 688 people died in 20 sep-
arate billion-dollar weather
and climate disasters that
cost a combined $145 bil-
lion, the agency said.

President Biden has set a
goal to install 30 gigawatts
of offshore wind power by
2030, generating enough
electricity to power more
than 10 million homes. The
administration has ap-
proved the nation’s first two
commercial-scale offshore
wind projects in federal
waters: the 800-megawatt
Vineyard Wind project off
the Massachusetts coast

terior Department hopes to
conduct as many as seven
offshore wind lease sales
by 2025, including the New
York Bight and sales off-
shore in the Carolinas and
California later this year.
Democratic Govs. Kathy
Hochul of New York and Phil
Murphy of New Jersey hailed
the New York Bight lease
sale, saying it would help
their states chart an ambi-
tious path toward a clean en-
ergy economy. The projects
there could produce up to 7
gigawatts of electricity.
“Today’s milestone fur-
ther highlights New York’s
commitment to reaching its
offshore wind goals,” Ho-
chul said in a statement.
“Offshore wind holds the
tremendous promise for our
future in terms of climate
change, economic growth
and job creation,” Murphy
added. “New Jersey is al-
ready committed to creating
nearly one-quarter of the
nation’s offshore wind-gen-
eration market and these
transformative projects are
proof that climate action
can drive investments in
infrastructure and man-
ufacturing while creating
good-paying, union jobs.”
The administration’s an-
nouncement rankled some
commerecial fishing groups,
who have complained that
wind projects off the East
Coast could interfere with
efforts to catch seafood spe-

velopment Alliance, a group
representing fishing associ-
ations and companies, said
the Biden administration
has been moving offshore
wind projects at a “stagger-
ing” pace, with insufficient
environmental reviews or
public comment.

“The NY Bight is a hugely
conflicted area,” Hawkins
said, referring to a variety
of fishing, shipping and oth-
er ocean uses. “Issuing new
leases before putting pro-
cesses in place to mitigate
the clear risks this scale of
development poses to his-
toric food production and
ecological resilience will
result in devastating im-
pacts that would have been
largely avoidable with care-
ful planning,” she said in an
emailed statement.

The Interior Department
said it consulted with com-
mercial fisheries and other
stakeholders before mov-
ing forward with the lease
sale, resulting in a 72 per-
cent reduction in the size
of the proposed lease area.
The closest distance to New
Jersey among the parcels is
27 nautical miles offshore,
while the nearest to New
York is 20 nautical miles
away, the department said.

Amanda Lefton, direc-
tor of Interior’s Bureau of
Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, said her agency will
require that the six leases
be awarded to six separate
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but has not yet gone into op-
eration.

Cruz’s legislation is due
for a Senate vote this week.
Its prospects are uncertain.
It would need at least 10
Democratic votes to pass
the chamber and it’s not
clear if it would be brought
to a vote in the Democrat-
ic-controlled House.

Republicans have portrayed
top Democratic opposition
to Cruz’s bill as President
Biden and other Democrats
showing weakness against
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. It’s a sharp political
point given Democratic crit-
icism that President Donald
Trump was too deferential to
the Russian leader.

White House and Dem-
ocratic lobbying of Demo-
cratic lawmakers against
his bill works “to the bene-
fit of Putin. While Russian
tanks prepare to invade,”
Cruz tweeted this week.

The Biden administration
argues Cruz’s proposal
could harm relations with
valued ally Germany, which
like the rest of Europe is

dependent on imported nat-
ural gas. Passage of Cruz’s
legislation would risk split-
ting what administration of-
ficials insist is a united front
among the U.S. and its Eu-
ropean allies on punishing
Russia if it invades. Dem-
ocrats say the rift would
strengthen Putin’s hand.

The Democratic measure
would target Putin, his civil-
ian and military leaders and
leading Russian financial
institutions. It is less imme-
diately aggressive against
Nord Stream 2 than Cruz’s
bill, saying that the United
States “should consider all
available and appropriate
measures to prevent the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline from
becoming operational.”

The pipeline would double
the volume of gas pumped
by Russian state-owned gas
giant Gazprom directly to
Germany. Running under
the Baltic Sea, it bypasses
existing links through Po-
land and Ukraine. Gazprom
argues it would make long-
term supply more reliable.

Pipeline critics say it in-
creases Russia’s leverage
over Europe, pits member
states against one another
and deprives Ukraine and Po-
land of billions earned from

transit fees. Europe went
into winter with scant gas re-
serves, which has sent prices
soaring to eight times what
they were at the start of 2021.
Putin has used that supply
crunch to help make his push
for final German and Europe-
an approval of the project.
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We do interior and exterior painting, handyman services, repairs,
cleaning and demolition. Call 207.272.8192 for an estimate or visit

gpaintingandservices.com

Bernstein Shur is proud to partner with Black Owned Maine™to promote these local businesses.
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