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By EDWARD D. MURPHY
Staff Writer

A bill to make sure Maine 
dental insurers are spend-
ing enough on im-
proving the quali-
ty of care for their 
customers has 
cleared a legisla-
tive committee.

The bill, which 
would require 
dental insurers to 
report their med-
ical loss ratios to 
the state annually, 
was passed unanimous-
ly this week by the Leg-
islature’s Committee on 
Health Coverage, Insur-
ance and Financial Ser-
vices.

Under the Affordable 
Care Act, health insurers 

are required to have an 80 
percent medical loss ratio, 
meaning that 80 cents of 
every dollar is spent pay-

ing customers’ 
claims and items 
that improve the 
quality of care.

But dental in-
surers don’t face 
the same require-
ment, said Sen. 
Heather Sanborn, 
D-Portland, who 
was a chief spon-
sor of the mea-

sure.
Under the legislation, 

dental insurers would 
provide medical loss ra-
tio data each year to the 
Maine Bureau of Insur-
ance. The bureau would 
then make the data public, 

calculate the average loss 
ratio and identify outliers. 
Those outlier plans would 
then have to submit a re-
mediation plan to improve 
the value of their coverage 
for patients.

The bill “will give Main-
ers the ability to see just 
how much their dental 
plans actually spend to-
ward improving care and 
patient outcomes,” San-
born said, and also give 
state oficials the ability to 
make sure insurers who 
don’t meet the standards 
develop plans to lower 
rates or improve service.
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Committee approves legislation 
to monitor Maine dental insurers

By JENNIFER SINCO 
KELLEHER

Associated Press

HONOLULU — Three 
former executives of a Ha-
waii-based defense con-
tractor pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday to charges 
of funneling more than 
$200,000 in illegal donations 
to aid the reelection cam-
paign of Republican Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine.

Former Navatek CEO 
Martin Kao and two others 
were indicted this month on 
charges of using company 
credit cards, a shell com-
pany and individual shell 
donors to make illegal con-
tributions.

The indictment did not 
mention Collins by name 
and did not cite any viola-
tions by her campaign.

Her campaign has said 
there are no allegations of 
wrongdoing by the Collins 
for Senator campaign and 
the campaign had no knowl-
edge of the allegations until 
a search warrant was re-
ported in the media.

During a video hearing 
Wednesday before a U.S. 
judge in Washington, D.C., 
Kao, Lawrence “Kahele” 
Lum Kee and Clifford Chen 
pleaded not guilty.

The three are no longer 
part of the marine engi-
neering company, which 
changed its name to Martin 
Defense Group in 2020.

Ex-defense 
contractors 
deny making 
illegal gifts  
to Sen. Collins

By MEGAN GRAY
Staff Writer

The fence around the 
obelisk on the Eastern 
Promenade was damaged 
by a person driving a stolen 
pickup truck, police said.

David Singer, a spokes-
man for the Portland 
Police Department, said 
oficers noticed a 2006 Sil-
ver GMC driving at a high 
speed downtown around 
11:30 p.m. Tuesday. They 
checked the truck’s reg-
istration and found that it 
has been reported stolen. 
They tried to stop it, but 
the driver took off. The 

oficers did not chase the 
truck.

Later, dispatchers re-
ceived calls about the 
same vehicle crashing 
into the monument. Singer 
said the truck was found 
on the grass on the East-
ern Promenade hill, but 
the driver was not found. 
He said the investigation 
is ongoing.

The obelisk is made from 
granite from North Jay 
and does not appear to 
have been damaged. The 
circular fence around it 
was broken and blocked off 
by caution tape Wednes-

day. Called the Cleeves 
and Tucker Memorial, it 
was the irst public monu-
ment sited in Portland and 
was built in 1883, accord-
ing to the city. It commem-
orates the Cleeves and 
Tucker families, thought 
to be early settlers of the 
area. The four sides of 
the obelisk are engraved 
with four past and present 
names of the city: Machi-
gone, Casco, Falmouth 
and Portland.
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Police: Driver of stolen pickup damaged 
fence around Eastern Prom monument
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By KELLEY BOUCHARD
Staff Writer

SOUTH PORTLAND — 
The city’s public indoor 
mask mandate expired 
Wednesday after Mayor 
Deqa Dhalac issued a proc-
lamation ending the local 
civil state of emergency en-
acted in January.

As a result, the mask 
mandate imposed by City 
Manager Scott Morelli on 
Jan. 24 was automatically 
repealed, he said in a writ-
ten statement. The mayor 
declared the civil emer-
gency because of increased 

COVID-19 transmission 
and hospitalizations driven 
by the omicron variant. The 
City Council decided Tues-
day that it should be lifted.

On a related note, Morel-
li also rescinded the mask 
mandate for municipal 
buildings and facilities, 
effective Thursday. City 
oficials still strongly rec-
ommend masking indoors 
regardless of vaccination 
status, Morelli said. Masks 
will be provided in all mu-
nicipal buildings for staff 
members and visitors who 
request them.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion currently recommends 
face coverings be worn in 
public indoor settings in 
counties with “substan-
tial” or “high” levels of 
COVID-19 transmission. All 
counties in Maine currently 
have high transmission lev-
els, according to the Maine 
CDC.
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S. Portland lifts public indoor mask 
mandate as state of emergency ends

South Portland 
Mayor Deqa 
Dhalac has 
issued a 
proclamation 
ending the 
local civil state 
of emergency 
enacted in 
January. While 
the city’s mask 
mandate is now 
expired, oicials 
still recommend 
masking 
indoors 
regardless of 
vaccination 
status.
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EVERYTHING IS ON SALE

715 Route One in Scarborough • 3/4 mile south of Dunstan Corner

207-730-5651 • shakerfurniture.me • SUN 11 – 4, MON THRU SAT 9:00 – 5:00

STOREWIDE ANNIVERSARY SALE

Maine’s 

Best Value 

For Shaker 

Furniture

FINAL WEEKEND

279 York Street, York, ME 03909
2 Storer Street, Suite 111, Kennebunk, ME 04043

(207) 361-4680 | www.brennanrogers.com

WE ARE PROUD
to be part of the fabric that makes the 

Seacoast and surrounding communities 
a unique and fantastic area to live in and 
conduct business. We are honored and 
grateful to the community for the 2021 

“Best Law Firm” award. Thank you!

Estate Planning, Elder Law, 

Medicaid Planning & Probate

HAPPY CHOWDER HOUR | MON-FRI 3-5PM

92 COMMERCIAL ST, PORTLAND 
PH: (207) 871-5636    OPEN DAILY 11AM - 9PM 

$1.00 Of All Chowders and Stews

Pick Two Appetizers for $12.95

$1.50 of Maine Brews  
on tap and glasses of wine

1/2 SANDWICH & CHOWDER SPECIALS 
All day every day with other daily Seafood Specials

Bernstein Shur is proud to partner with Black Owned MaineTM to promote these local businesses. 

BLACKOWNEDMAINE.COM  
A Guide to Local Black-Owned Businesses & Resources  

FEATURED BUSINESS  

PETRIN HOME 
SERVICES 

Zerihun Petrin, Owner

Plumbing, Heating, Ventilation  
and Air Conditioning Services 

Specializing in remodels and emergency repair work. 

zerihunpetrin@gmail.com | (207) 423-0153 

facebook.com/Petrin-Plumbing-HVAC
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Corki Gray & Associates 

207.

“I’m very grateful to have met Corki 
and to have engaged her in selling my 
home. She’s thorough, knowledgeable, 
professional, responsive and a true 
pleasure to work with.” – L.M.

207.

“Corki has an exceptional gift for attention to 
detail which is so very important during these 

fast-paced times in the real estate market.”
– E.P.  

corkigray.kw.com


